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II

HARTFORD,

CoNN., DECEMBER

LAST YEAR.
The world was full of cherry blooms,
The air was sweet with rich perfumes,
· The forest dark with cheerful glooms
When Belle and I encountered.
When days were dim with hazy noons,
And nights were bright with royal moons,
And cricket Scalds piped ancient runes,
We wandered wide together.
The nuple-beacons Haunted high
Their ruddy flames against the sky,
The merry harvest time Hew by
On wings oflove and laughter;
And in the month of holiday,
When Christmas bells were ringing gay,
We sang a wedding roundelay
To welcome in the ew Year.

ORGANS.
Neither in a musical nor a medical sense do
we intend to treat this topic. We desire simply to · call the attention of our readers to the
many methods by which opinion may be formed
and expressed, and especially to the manner in
which views are set forth by means of newspapers professedly college organs. It is a matter of consequence to all students of any
literary. institution who have the good fortune
to have their thoughts and actions promulgated
through the medium of the printed page, that
their views and deeds should be properly stated
and correctly made known, otherwise there
will be not only a misrepresentation of theories,
but, what is far worse, of facts. That the press
is a power has passed into a maxim, and it is
only necessary to the perfection of that power,
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that its influence should be exerted in the right
direction.
In this day of college periodicals we have
presented to us a privilege, iq that we have a
medium for the expression of our ideas. It is
a privilege which we as students cannot too
highly prize: which should be well used without
abusing, and which should be more favorably
appreciated by undergraduates at large. Such
not being the case, it is a difficult matter that
the general sentiment of a collegiate community should be so expressed as to suit all parties,
all creeds, and all men. But what is college
sentiment? Is it the views of an editor or an
editorial board couched in curt phrases and
elegant English? Is it the opinion of an occasional contributor who picks flaws in articles
far better than his own, and is addicted to the
destructive practice of hurling literary brickbats at houses of editorial glass less fragile than
similar structures of his own building? Final-.
Iy, is it the restricted utterings of a chosen few
who are being daily · victimized into the belief
that truth crushed to earth will never rise
again? To all these queries we would answer
emphatically, No! As much as we value
individual effort, as much as we prize the
many bright examples which history ·has furnished to us of chivalrous single deeds and
glorious self achievements, we are still forced
to the opinion that only through co-operation
can true college sentiment be obtained.
The view is entertained at more than one of
our colleges that it is the sole duty of editors
to manage, pay for, and contribute to the literary representative of the institution, and this
theory, we are sorry to say, is rapidly gaining
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ground. Keeping in mind the facnhat we are
110w speaking of college journals only, we are
exceedingly sorry that such is the case. We
can say nothing new concerning the matter; it
is the old, old story, and will be the same while
college papers last. But with this mistaken
view come other .manifold evils far worse than
the first. Associated with it is that spirit of
fault finding so easily begotten and so hard to
rebuke, that inclination to hypercriticism and
determination to decry the paper, to question
whether or not it represents the views of the
community, and to which a partial support is
given when the merit of the enterprise renders it
deserving of far more. Perhaps in some inst,rnces there may be the shadow _of an excuse
that this state of things should exist ; contributors may have erred in the accurateness of
mathematical statements; inadvertently inserted phrases may here and there have given a
false tone to articles of earnest purpose and good
intention; and lastly editorial truths may have
been a trifle too unpalatable for the public taste.
But few things approach perfection, and even
college papers are liable to error. Such cases,
if any such there are, should be treated with that
considerateness and charity which is always due
to young, ambitious writers. Indiscretions are
not faults, no more are they sins; and while
thought is allowed free range, bridled only by
the laws of propriety and right, earlier errors
will be the soonest seen and the indiscretions of
yesterday will give place to the, fore-thought of
to-day.
College organs should be the mouthpieces of
students especially ; not that communications
from any quarter, if not personal or improper,
should be refused, but their management should
not be under faculty control. We advocate
no college war, no expression of hostile feeling
as regards faculty and students, no theories of
the usurpation of dictation and the assumption
of rightful authority, but we argue for _the
truthful and proper expression of opinion,
unbiased by prejudice, unfettered by unjust

laws, for the suggestion of new principles and
new ideas, and for the just, firm advocacy of
truth, alike acceptable to the many and the few.
The pages of college publications are open to
all students of all classes, and not upon the
editors, but upon the students themselves does
the success of their college paper depend. It
is needless to add that to make the literary
representative of any institution the true index
of college opinion and college action all should
contribute. We are aware that the ideal in
this respect is seldom reached, and hence it is
that a literary enterprise usually has so many
grumblers and so few friends. By co-operation
alone can a college paper prosper; it is essential
to its complete success. While in every undertaking fault finders can easily be found, it
would be well for some of them at least, amid
their many grumblings and objections, occasionally to refresh their minds with that scriptural
anecdote concerning motes and beams.

WHY AND WHEREFORE.
To tlze Editors of the TRINITY TAB LET.
Having observed with pleasure the notice
in your last number that "criticisms and communications concerning anything which may
appear in these columns will be gladly' received, and willingly inserted, provided they
do not contain anything of a personal or
unjust character,"-! respectfully submit the
following communication, hoping soon to receive a satisfactory reply.
During a conversation with one of the members of the late College Convention, I was
surprised to find that a special wish was expressed in one of the meetings of that body that
no public mention should be made of any of
its proceedings. If this be the case, Messrs.
Editors, was it exactly right or expedient for
any such account to appear in your columns
as that which was issued in the last number?
Of course it was perfectly natural and proper
for the different members of the convention to
state quietly to their friends the results of such
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proceedings as were not of a strictly private which it ought to occupy as the representative
nature, and indeed this was contemplated by all ; of scholarly education and refinement in the
but surely those to whom this information was Protestant Episcopal Church of New England
vouchsafed had no right to publish it in the -nay, of the United States. In other words,
TRINITY TABLET-the paper which, of all oth- they appreciate the fact that unless they do their
ers, as the college organ, would seem likely to part, all the efforts of the faculty and friends of
the college, wise and noble though they be,
know most about it.
But this is not all. Aside from the vi0- will be unavailing.
These remarks are not due to any harsh or
lation of the express wishes of the convention, the statements themselves are inaccurate, unkind feelings towards the TABLET, but to a
and even untrue. I will merely instance the deep interest in its welfare, and in that of the
The TAB LET,
report of the discussion in regard to the "Mark- college which it represents.
wisely
edited,
can
be
productive
of the greatest
ing System." I have the very best authority
for saying that this report was not correct. good to the college . as a whole, and to the
What the prevailing sentiment really was I am students individually. And I would be the
not at liberty to state; but I can say that even last one to say it has not done good service
during a meeting of the convention it was already. But it must be evident to all/ that
remarked how utterly impossible it would be such articles as have been referred to, and the
to give any account of their decision respecting tone which they indicate, neither tend to such a
the system, inasmuch as the opinions of the result nor accord with the spirit which, till
within a very short time, has characterized and
different members were so conflicting.
This being the case, it will at once be seen Pf rvaded its columns.
Hoping that these remarks will be received
what feelings such an article must excite among
in
the spirit in which they are written, I remain,
th0se who took part in that convention. It
Respectfully yours,
must damage the interest of the paper in whose
A SUBSCRIBER.
columns it appeared, and above all the interests
of the college which that paper professes to
As the correspondent whose letter appears
uphold and represent.
above desires " soon to receive a satisfactory
Again, in your last number you stated that reply," we will gladly give him an answer
"the TABLET aim to be an index of the which, though it may not prove entirely satthoughts and actions of students at Trinity." isfactory, will at least extenuate the offence of
But do you think that the slurring way in which he has pronounced us guilty. In the
which our small numbers were spoken of exact- first place, we have a few words to say in relaly harmonizes with such high aims? For my tion to our report of the recent College Conpart, I am sure that while the stud~nts cannot vention, which he has so sweepingly denounced
but feel S?rry that our numbers are not larger, as untrue. If at any meeting of that body
still they are impressed with the fact that it is the wish was expressed that none of its delibnot mere numbers which insure the success of a erations should be made public, we have only
college, and indicate its true prosperity. They to say that this desire was kept so strictly priknow that the way to place their Alma Mater vate that it never reached us until our corresin the position which they so much covet for it pondent's letter was laid before us. The
is by hard work, fine scholarship, and general report was published by us under the supposition
good conduct on their part. That it is only by that it was entirely true, inasmuch as all it consuch labors as these-quiet, persi tent, unselfish tains was given us by those who were themselves
-that they can rai e the college to that station in attendance at the meetings of the convention,
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and who had, therefore, as much authority to instead of the score, but we cannot see how
speak as did our correspondent's informant, and the advent of this time is to be hastened by a
so far were we from violating any privacy that deliberate concealment of the truth.
we made no statements which were not already
known t~ a considerable number of the students,
( From The Churchman.)
and even to people who had no connection with
ALMUS PATER.
the college. If our report was incorrect, and
TUTOR, CoNDIToR, BENEFACTOR.
we have as yet no sufficient reason to suppose
"Exegi monumentum tere perennius."-HoR.
that it was, the fault was not that of the TABI.
LET but of tho~e who furnished it with its
Hail, thou noble· statue, type of modest worth !
in format.ion.
Hail, majestic presence called again to earth !
We are next arraigned for speaking '' in a
Venerated image of our godly sire,
slurring way" of the small number of students
May thy constant blessi ng peace and love inspire.
at Trinity, apd our correspondent writes as if
II.
he imagined that we considered small colleges
ln thy sacred vestments, in thy placid face,
worthless. Whatever our individual opinions
Memory retraces each distinctive grace,
On thy hallowed featur~s rests a tender smile,
may be, we certainly had no intention of givTelling of a nature free from ev'ry guile.
ing any such impression as this in the article
III .
referred to, and, as our best answer, would call
Apostolic father, chieftain of the Lord,
attention to the thirty-fourth page of this volStrife for thee is ended, sheathed thy flaming sword,
ume. We made no mention of the largeness
Here, from scenes familiar never more to roam,
or smallness of our numbers, e;nly saying that
Dwell where fond affection makes for thee a h< me!
they had been increased by one. Ever since
IV.
the writer entered college it has been dinned
Prresul of the Lares over Learning's seat,
into his ears that Trinity was growing fast.
Thou shalt find a haven in this calm retreat.
Here will weary pilgrims at thy saintly shrine,
Growing she has been in wealth, in scholarship,
Render tht>e the tribute that is justly thine.
in everything that can add to the true worth and .
V.
dignity of a college, and we are as ready as any
Wrapped in meditation mid these classic bowers,
one to swing our hats right heartily and give a
Heed'st thou not the swiftness of the flying hours.
loyal three times three for .Alma Mater. We
Thus Plato mused and studied where Cephissus' stream
are proud to be counted among the sons of an
Flowed 'neath palm and olive, by the Academe.
institution which, as was lately said by one who
VI.
had the best opportunities for judging, is, conLike some huge colossus with its mirtial frons,
sidering her age, second to none in "the land,
Joining Past and Present with a stride of bronze,
but we are not prepared to blow our trumpets
Thou seem 'st a kindred spirit, relic of the past,
Straying thr~ugh the ages, resting here at last.
for the glory of a false cause. The statement
has be_e n made far and wide that the present
VII.
Freshman class was the largest that had entered
There thou standest ever : through the Summer's heat,
Birds about thee singing, flowers at thy feet;
for many years, and it was partly to correct this
When the winds of Winter round thee coldly blow,
error that we said what we did. The college
The Storm-King crowns thy forehead with a wreath of snow.
has, for the last three years, steadily increased
VIII.
in numbers, (indeed, has in that time nearly
Thou
see'st
the
constellations
of the frigid north
doubled them, if we remember right,) and we
On their ceaseless journey boldly marching forth;
sincerely hope that it will not be long before
Covered with th e mantle of the moon's pale beam,
she counts her undergraduates by the hundred
There thy vigils keeping, a prophet thou dost seem.
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IX.
'Tis said, when fair Aurora, with a modest blush
From her couch appeareth, at the dawn's first hush,
Gentle voices murmur around thee for awhile,
Like the strains of music rou:id Memnon of the Nile;

X.
That, like the Bracken's spectre, clothed in misty light,
When the torch of Phrebus fires the train of night,
Thy form is seen projected on the morning sky,
A source of awe and wonder to the passer- by.

XI.
There watching o'er the city and its busy crowd,
Thou lookest like an angel with it, care endowed.
Guard thou well the hearth-stones where thy foot hath trod,
Guard the sacred temples of the living God.
XII.
Let not plague nor famine, let not strife nor Wlr,
Devastate its beauty, or its quiet mar.
Thus thou mark'st earth's changes from thy post sublime,
While beneath thy footsteps rolls the tide of Time.

XIII.
Thou still art but the semblance of that soul above,
Whose voice now swells the anthem "God alone is love." ·
A brighter crown of glory than earthly kings afford
Awaits thee, faithful servant of the risen Lord.

XIV•
A pillar more enduring than any brass or stone
Is built by him who liveth not for self alone.
Mat such be our portion when our lives shall close,
"Reverende Pater, semper cures nos!"
T11.1NITY CoLU:GE,

Nov.

24,

1869.

B.

COLLEGE AMUSEMENTS.
To many students in college the curriculum
of study, and college life in general, seems monotonous and uninteresting, but what has often
been said before we here repeat, that there is
not one in a hundred who, in after years, does
not look back upon his college days as the
happiest port~n of his life. The ways in which
students amuse themselves are various, and in
many respects different from those of any other
class of young men. Singing and smoking have
been mentioned in a former number, and the intention is to speak here more particular! y of those
amusements which have been re.orted to by
some Trinity students, but to the majority have
been and still are, profound mysteries. But in
passing, let a word be aid of "rushe " and tricks

of a mischievous nature, in which many find
so much amusement. To those who have been
but a short time in college walls, there is a peculiar fascination in these things, a certain excitement that is pleasant, (at least it was so to us
during our first year,) but in course of time the
pleasure of torn and muddy garments, scratched
faces, and eyes in deep mourning, wears away,
and before graduation these things appear to
nearly every one as being disagreeable methods
of obtaining pleasure, unless there be pleasure
in this, that one has something left to show for
his trouble. But cane rushes, hat rushes, and
ru hes of every description, appear to be gradually dying out in most colleges, (the same may
be aid of hazing,) and from present indications
the time is not far away when all these customs,
once so prevalent, will be entirely discarded as
"remnants of barbarism, that ought never to
have been tolerated in civilized institutions."
As to the pranks that are played on Professors, there seems but little amusement in them,
for generally there is an unpleasant reaction on
the members of the class by whom the trick
is played. For instance, when a professor finds
the key-hole of his recitation-room door plugged
up, it is not extremely delightful . to be obliged
to recite for a whole hour, on the coldest day
in winter, in an open hall, _without even the privilege of getting one's overcoat. Nor does it
add to one's felicity, to sit in a room with the
fumes of burning assafretida continually assailing
the nostrils, while the professor stands calmly
at an open window and inquires sympathetically
( of course) "if you feel well." And again,
when a clique of students have spent a week in
January, in making complete arrangements for
ringing the ccrllege bell at the hour "when
churchyards yawn," and after spending nearly
a whole night in attempting to carry out these
plans, find at the end that the thing won't ring,
and get nothing but frozen fingers and frostbitten ears to pay them for their pains, it looks
as though "Jack paid dearly for his supper." It
i not said that all such tricks are unsuccessful ;
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quite the contrary, for tradition tells us of a class
not long since graduated, that elevated a cow to
the President's recitation room; of another that
placed a heavy dump-cart in the same position,
and of another still, that arranged all the furniture of the same room in front of the chapel,
in the most artistic manner.
But to return from our wanderings. Among
the ancient and honored methods of amusement that have been handed down to us, the
benefits of which comparatively few have been
allowed to enjoy, the Grand Tribunal stands
first, or, we should say, stood first, when in
active operation. To eulogize this honored
organization at this time would seem out of
place; suffice it to say that the pleasure afforded by its membership was such as it alone
could bestow. More than this the uninitiated
can never know.
Another peculiar and mysterious organization,
but of much later date is the Ilo Ilat Ilair.
When this was first formed, many were the
wonderings as to who belonged to it, and what
its object was, as week after week its mysterious
notices appeared upon the bulletin. Many
said it was a hoax, and the entire outer world
settled upon that conclusion, until its name appeared in the TABLET Extra, when new wonder
arose. This body, whatever its objects, and
whoever its members were, undoubtedly was a
source of enjoyment to those engaged in it, as
that wls its prime intention. But students
want frequent change, consequently after the
Ilo Ilm Ilai 1 was no longer heard of, the ' I.
,p_ made its first appearance, on Class Day,
its final one a short time after in Brownell
Hall, where one of its members " went round
•
the horn" with the greatest success, then quietly subsided, which latter example the society
soon followed. We await with interest its
successor, whatever it is to be.
Such have
been the amusements of the past. Very few
athletic sports have been indulged in, but we
may look for a new era now that our boat has
arrived, and may safely hope that in years to

come more beneficial amusements will mark the
course of Trinity StudeJ}ts, than tho e to which
we have frequently been driven in time past
for the want of something better.

MINOR MATTERS.
The banishment of the Bible from the public schools of Cincinnati, by the Board of Education of that city, brings up for discu sion
the question whether, in the matter of general
education, religious and secular instruction
should be combined. We are not prepared to
take sides upon this topic, as there is much to
be said for and against the measure. But one
thing is certain that the question strikes at the
very root of our common school system, and
sooner or later will have to be decided. While
on the one hand, the reading of the Bible at
the commencement of school exercises is of
comparatively little consequence to be found
fault with, inasmuch as no particular belief or
creed is thereby directly taught, on the other
hand the custom is a matter of serious objection to some who, having become used to a
particula·r edition of the Scriptures, not commonly read, are naturally opposed to having
their children while in attendance at school compelled to listen to the reading of another scriptural tran latlon.
Among other eccentricities which our bantling university at Ithaca has exhibited, is the
political bias which has governed, at all events
held sufficient power, in the elections of its
various professors. We understand that hitherto political as well as literary and educational
qualifications have been taken into consideration
in the selection of the candidates for the professorships of the university, and that in some
instances the former have had more than their
proper effect as regards the election of the nominees for office. We regret that such has been
the case, and have no patience to endure the
ill-advised and worse than bad results which
the mixture of politics and education naturally
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begets. We knew some· tirrie since that Cornell
was an experiment, in fact we may add a
singular and extraordinary experiment, but if
among the many problems which it has undertaken to perform it has associated this one of
a politico-educational institution, the interest
with which we have.watched its workings hitherto will increase to · marvelous proportions,
and we shall look for other · problems as yet
unheard-of and unsolved.

that time be properly arranged. The exercises,
if we may be allowed to suggest,' should be
chiefly, but not ·wholly, of a commemorative
character, and we kn.ow that the students as a
body would do their best to make the occasion
one which would in every way be creditable to
themselves and to the institution which they
represent. We see no reason, as the Bishop
intimated, why the birth-day of the college
should not be specially remembered as well as
Trinity Sunday ; and should the authorities see
fit to grant us the 16th of May, as a college
holiday to be celebrated in a befitting manner,
they will do that which is to us a wonder, in
that it has not been done long before. We
are aware that we speak in season, but it is
better to be early than late.

We are glad to notice that at a recent meeting ofrhe Board of Overseers of Harvard
College, among the many recommendations
made to the faculty of the institution, was the
adoption of a more complete and efficient course
of instruction as regards the English language
and literature. It is a fact as well known to
communities -~in general as it is disgraceful to
In the July TABLET of last year it was
colleges in particular, that until within a very
announced that valuable mineral specimens from
few years this branch of a liberal education has
Colorado had been presented to the college
been most shamefully neglected. The study
cabinet by two alumni. The gift was long ago
of English has hitherto been looked upon as a
received, but the specimens have not as yet
sort of indescribable adjunct · to one's literary
found their way to the cabinet cases: we have
attainments, well enough in its way if desired
also understood that even more recent donaor wished for, but after all rather more ornations have been consigned to obscure places
mental than useful, and by no means essential
outside the cabinet walls. Shall all our college
to a complete education. Enjoying ourselves
buildings convert themselves into one vast cab-the adva~tages of a thorough English course,
inet? Shall we look in the new chapel for ·an
we are pleased to observe this step forward on
ichthyosaurus? Shall the skeleton of a camel
the part of Harvard's authorities. The study
swing languidly upon the gymnasium trapeze?
of English cannot be too highly recommended,
Shall we be startled to find meteorites scattered
and that it is being allowed its proper place in
. about the sections or stowed away in the gloomy
the college curriculum, is a matter for congratdepths of the laboratory? It is evident that
ulation with the many friends of collegiate ed"these things ought not so to be." '\Y'e have
ucation.
not heard that the cabinet-hall is insufficient to
Bishop Williams, in his address at the cer- accommodate all the donations with which from
emony of the unveiling of the Brownell statue, time to time we are favored, and what adequate
made a suggestion which we heartily endorse in reason there can be for allowing minerals and
regard to a proper observance of the I 6th of curiosities to remain unpacked ~nd unassigned
May, the natal day of our college. We hope fitting places upon the cabinet shelves is beyond
the faculty will take this matter into consider- our comprehension. If the appointment of an
ation, and as a long time will elapse before we assistant curator would tend to a better regulashall have arrived at the day in question, no tion of affairs pertaining to the cabinet, let an
doubt an appropriate programme could before appointment be speedily made.
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COLLEGE AND CAMPUS.

The quantity of viands furnished far exceeded
the capacity of those for whom they were
designed, and they are by no means few in number; consequently certain of the northern students had an opportunity of gratifying their
palates.
The Brownell Statue attracts many visitors.
Scarcely a day passes without bringing half a
dozen or so ; Thanksgiving day produced quite
a throng. Among those who have viewed its
fair proportions we may mention P ere Hyacinthe,
who spent a day in Hartford not long since.
The recent cold snap, besides causing an
extra consumption of coal, has frozen up the
hydrant in B. H. As ~he student considers it.
a great exertion to fetch water up two or three
flights of stairs, the necessity of an additional
journey over the snow between the two halls
has occasioned deep grumblings and ioud murmurings against the powers that be, for not anticipating such an accident.
Examinations are close at hand and already
manifest their approach in the general aspect of
their victims. Reviews have commenced, preparations, wise and otherwise, are under way,
students are girding themselves for the contest,
and its coming is awaited with mingled feelings
of anxiety and pleasure; of anxiety lest during
its brief existence it should work us harm, of
pleasure because it ushers in a l0ng respite· from
college duties. We do not expect a repetition
of the scenes of last July. The examinations
are upon the studies of one term, not of an
entire year. They wi11 not require such turning of night into day, such hasty toilets, negligent attire, and bolted meals, such weariness
and vexation of spirit, as we witnessed at the
late annual ; but they will be attended with
enough that is disagreeable and irksome, and
we shall again hear rendered in heartiest tones
that oft-repeated song
" Examinations are a bore ! "

Thanksgiving has passed and gone. The
day of extensive eating is over, and we have
once again _settled down to the usual and somewhat monotonous routine of college duties. It
proved a pleasant episode, a welcome change,
though brief, to all of us. Such of the students
as dwell in the neighborhood of Hartford were
permitted to spend the day at home-to develop their gastronomic powers in the bosom of
the family. Others, who rejoice not in residences so near their Alma Mater, remained
here. Of these some were so fortunate as to
receive'' invites" out to dinner, fro~ city friends
or members of the faculty ; while others sat
at the self-same board which daily acknowledged
their visits, though freighted indeed with more
luxuriant fare than ordinarily. One or two
were presented by the expressma-n with goodly
sized boxes from their friends at home, and
organized small "bums" a day or so after that
universally observed, thus enjoying the privileg~
of two Thanksgivings as it were. The most
important event connected with this festival
was an agl'eeable surprise upon the southern
members of Trinity. This was no less than
an excellent and varied collation, consisting of
such species of eatables as are wont to abound
We take great pleasure in announcing that
at such occasions, provided by friends in this Prof. Johnson is rapidly convalescing from his
city, and served up in one of the rooms in J. H. dangerc..,us illness, which brought him so near
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to death's door. We sincerely hope that he
may sufficiently recover to resume his duties in
the English department next term.
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On Thursday evening, Dec. 9 th, a considerable number of the friends of the c::>llege and
students assembled in the college cabinet to
witness the contest in oratory and composition
between speakers chosen from the Athenaeum
and Parthenon Literary Societies. The trial
was to have come off on the 2 d instant but
w~s una vo1"d a bl y postpone d . The object' of

have been followed by C. C. Williams who had
chosen for his subject "Runnymede," but at almost the last moment Mr. Williams was taken
sick, and when the time for speaki~g arrived
was . unable to leave his bed. A. M. Smith,
'72, New York City, closed the entertainment
by an oration on " The Influence of Imagination," which was well worked up, and interested
the audience for twenty-one minutes. When
he had finished, the judges, consisting of Gen.
J. R. Hawley, Rev. S. J. Andrews, and Rev.
Prof. Niles, withdrew from the Hall, but returned after a few moments' consultation and ·

this contest, which will occur annually, is to
incite new interest in declamation among the
students, and to afFord further opportunities for
public speaking to the members of the societies.
The names of the sp.eakers chosen for this
occasion were published in the last number of
the TABLET, together with other particulars . .
Some change was made in the names however
' declined'
since that time, Mr. Coo~e having
speaking, for · good reasons, and Mr. Williams
having been substituted in the place of Mr. Waterman, whose health would not permit of his
accep~ing the position. This by way of
explanation.

announced that the first prize was awarded to
Mr. Dyer of the Athenaeum, and the second
to Mr. Ziegler of the Parthenon, both of
which announcements were received with tre~
mendous applause. Mr. Backus then presented
the medals, with appropriate remarks, after
which the exercises closed. We have made no
criticism<;, and had intended to bestow no praise
upon the efforts of these gentlemen, but the
very least that can be sa1d is, that all who engaged in the contest did credit not only to
themselves but to the societies which they represented.
~------------------

At a few moments past eight o'clock the
contestants entered the hall, headed by Mr. B.
E. Backus, '70, who as President of the Athenaeum (the older society), presided at the exercises. Aft~r making a few explanatory remarks, in which he spoke briefly of the necessity
of paying great attention to declamation, _Mr.
Backus introduced Arthur Dyer, '70, of New
York City, who entertained the audience for
thirteen minutes with an oration, the subject of
_ which was, "Flos Regum Arthurus." Paul _
Ziegler, '72, of Michigan, followed; the subject
of his oration was ~, The Crusader," occupyin3
eight minutes in its delivery. After Mr. Ziegler
had taken his seat G. W. Douglas, '71, of
New York, was introduced, and occupied
eighteen minutes in delivering an address on
"The world is what we make it." He should

We desire to retract our intimation regarding
the "Reading Room of the Societies." It promises to be a real, bona fide thing. Carpenters
have lately been at work renovating the two
rooms on the ground floor of B. H., which
were designated for the use of the literary societies, and a young rival of the Institute may
be expected ere long. It starts under favorable
auspices.
Not · to mention the exchanges of
the TABLET, which we intend to offer, and
which furnish the required am<?unt of college
intelligence, we .are informed upon credible
authority that those of the Churchman will be
placed at its disposal. In this case the funds of
the societies may be devoted to the purchase of
the more instructive periodicals of the day, especially those published in England. We
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hope to see upon the tables all the British re- wished ourselves at ·t he North Pole or some
views and Blackwood's Magazine; the chief other imaginary locality, or that we had never
magazines of this country, Atlantic, Harper's, seen the day of our admittance.
Putnam's, Lippin.cott's, Appleton's Journal, the
On the third day, C-- came, and we felt
Nation, and the Scientific American, the N. better. C. is our chum, and misery loves comY. World and Times, and perhaps the Evening pany; and we found a room too, and such ·a
Post, and the daily papers of Hartford. Now barn; but then, second thought~ we'd no bed
that it is certain ·of ·establishment, let us hope and must wait still another day.
that it will receive full and careful attention.
We were getting desperate, but submitted to
circumstances, and shared the couch-singleof an hospitable brother. Tired a~d sick we
FRESHMAN EX PERIENCE.
It rained, and oh how it rained! not a blus- might have slept, but alas ! groaning underneath
tering, noisy storm which in every other breath a pile of bedfellow, and he warbling the songs
seems daring you out, that it may turn and of Morpheus in a high key into our tortured
twist and strangle you, while it howls misery in ear, we could'nt. "Oh Oliver! ! breathe de.your ears ; oh no, but a drizzle, misty and cently, can't you? "
A momentary quiet, when the strain began
miserable ; and how oppressed we felt, and
again;
whereat we, getting excited, punched the
how lonely we were as we wandered through
the great college halls, and how shy as we met songster till we brought the strain down to a
the half inquiring glances of men whom we bass solo of expressive grunts ; these subsiding,
were sure were Sophomores, and how we quiet again, till we congratulated ourselves that
punch had had the desired effect, and then and
wished we were-home.
One day gone. "Where did you sleep last there resolved to devote ourselves to punch,
night? " We touched our hat. "On the floor whenever the necessities of the occasion demandin a Sophomore's room, two fellows in one bed, ed quiet. Ah me ! the fallibility of human
one in another bed, one on the lounge, and we hopes! Our rest was doomed to be broken and
on the floor; it made -our bones ache, but the we groaned in very weariness of flesh, till the
gentleman was very kind, and-and,"doubtfully, thousand-and-one gongs and steam-whistles told
us to get up.
"we hope to have a room ourselves to-day."
On the fourth day we took possession of our
The second day nearly over and no room
own
room. No chairs, no bed, no lock on the
assigned us yet ; our. trunks still at the depot ;
our faces lengthened as the sun began to set door, nothing but three great trunks to commence our housekeeping. We ransacked the
and the need of a lodging presented itself.
Brave heroes such as we would never say town for something, we scarcely knew what, to
die, and as we kicked over the ch~irs in a brother make life more comfortable, and with evening
freshman's room, and spread ourselves, muddy found ourselves the owner of a rocking chair
boots and all, on the spotless coverlet (just from and a mattress. Half mazed we doubted whethhome) of his single bed, we talked of the glo- er we ought to sleep in the rocking chair with
ries of college life, and laughed at those out- the mattress over us, or on the· mattress with the
side the charmed circle, forgetting that corner rocking chair over us; when, glorious thought,
of our handkerchief still moist with a mild remembering a forsaken bedstead in an out of
homesick tear ; we admired the sand-colored the way corner, we made a sally, and after a
walls, and the lovely site of our new home, glorious tug of half an hour, and some serious
yet when, wearied out, _we at last threw our- doubts as to whether we were th~ conscientious
selves on · th€ cushionless lounge, to s~eep, we individual of the week before, victorious, carried
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off the head-board. This, with the mattress, served us for two nights; after that we took things
as they came, harder:ed to our situation and too
forlorn to care., till others, feeling for us, pointed out ways and means by which our situation
might be bettered ; and then we began to feel
and enjoy what before had seemed a visionary
dream, i. e., the pleasures of college life.

PERSONALS.
BowLEs, '48. Rev. R. H. Bowles is pastor
of the Baptist Church, 1 ee, Mass.
HITCHINGS, '54. Rev. H. B. Hitchings
spent Thanksgiving day in Hartford.
OLMSTED, '46. H. K. Olmsted, is spending the winter in this city.
Kerr, '55. E. L. Kerr is Associate Editor
of the New Haven Morning Journal and Courier.

CHESHIRE, '69. J. B. Cheshire is occupying the position of instructor at St. Clement's
Hall, Ellicott City, Md.
KNICKERBACKER, '53. D. B. Knickerbacker has been appointed Dean of the Divinity School, Faribault, Minn.
CLIFFORD, '68. S. W. Clifford is studying
law wiih Judge Hart, at Mt. Kisco, Westchester Co., N. Y.
BucKING~AM, '69. W. B. Buckingham has
obtained the agency of the Charter Oak Life
Insurance Co. for the State of South Carolina.
GALLAUDET, '57. E. M. Gallaudet, Pres- ·
dent of the National Deaf Mute College,
Washington, D. C., was in Hartford, a few
days ago.
HYDE, '39. Prof. M. F. Hyde still occupies his position over the Latin and Greek departments at Burlington College, Burlington,

N.J.
HoLBROOKE, '69.

G. 0.

Holbrooke is

studying law at the Columbia College Law
School, New York City. His address is P. O.
Box 848.
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PARTICLES.
After much tribulation the TABLET has at
length secured a tint whi~h it proposes to use
hereafter. We hope that we shall have no
more rainbow-tinted volumes.--A walk upon the Vaux plan ·has been made from Jarvis
Hall to the south posts on the campus.-A skating club has been organized in College;
filthy lucre was "the cause of it."--Two
pairs of unpainted wooden steps garnish our
newly constructed terrace.--It is rumored
that the C. P. C. is to publish a pamphlet containing the addresses delivered at the recent
unveiling ceremony.--The annual engineride has been indulged in by the Seniors. "Humphrey House dinners! ''----The proposed
"Trinity Hotel" is becoming a topic of conversation outside of college.--We are glad
to see that active steps have been taken in regard
to a college reading room. The announcement
in the catalogue will° doubtless prove true.-Examinations approach: take things calmly and
don't jump out of your skin.--The latest
bulletin informs us of a concert by the Euterpeans early next term. Success attend them.
--And it came to pass that a party was
given at the Hartford Female Seminary on the
26th ult., and behold we went.--The newly
organized boat-club has experimented on the
Connecticut for the first time. They have
purchased a new clinker-built boat.--Sophs
wept sore and mourned becomingly upon the
departure of a suspended class-mate.--A new
stock of goods at the well-known "Bazaa1"
invites the attention of students.--A recently
manufactured ventilator spoils the fresco painting on the ceiling of our recitation rooms. It's
too small to crawl through.--Reilly offers
strong inducements in the line of the "Terpsichorean art" at his commodious · and elegant
academy .--Chapels now-a-days are generally
too cold because the stove isn't coaled enough.
--No enigmas allowed in college; how about
conundrums ?--Subscribers who have not paid
_their bills will please settle immediately.
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BOOK NOTICES.
Fair Harvard : A Story of American College Life.
New York: G. P. Putnam & Son. Hartford:
for sale by Brown & Gross.
American college life has never yet had any representative in the world of fiction: no Tom Brown
has ever gone out from our college walls to tell outsiders how undergraduates lived and struggled in their
academic homes, and we have therefore looked with
unwonted eagerness for · the publication of the volume
before us. We ha ye read it and are, on the whole,
somewhat disappointed. The author gives very racy
and pleasant descriptions of Freshmen and Sophomore
scrapes, such as hazing, rushing, and so on, but after
that he seems to have got beyond his depth. Junior
and Senior years are passed over hurriedly, so that
more than half the book is taken up with the story
of the hero's first two years, and the tale is .consequently made to bear a whittled off appearance, far
from satisfactory to the general reader. Class Day
receives hardly more than a casual notice, while Commencement day is not even mentioned, two occasions
which, it seems to us, should have been specially
favored. We welcome "Fair Harvard," however,
as a new attempt in the field of litP.rature, and hope
to see others _before many years.
Vashti: or, '' Until Death us do Part." A Novel.
By Augusta]. Evans, New York. Carleton, . Pub~
lisher. Hartford : for sale by Ruggles & Barrows.
With this volume we have given us another
instalment of literary lumber from this remarkable,
sensational authoress. If one cares to read of unheardof deeds, by unheard-of characters, of impossibilities
accomplished and educational wonders realized, they
have only to peruse "Vashti" and their desires will be
satisfied. The book consists of nearly five hundred
pages, and if taken in homreopathic doses will appease
for some time the insatiable cravings of literary
dyspeptics.

CLIPPINGS.
Shurtleff College Seniors study Guizot's History
of Modern Civilization.
Kentucky University has recently secured a considerable addition to its building fund,
Two of the members of the Cabinet, the Secretary
of War and the Secretary of the Navy, are graduates of Princeton.

Amherst College dormitories are filled to overflowing, and the Student implores '' the powers that be" ·
to furnish them with a new one.
The Scroll and Key Society of Yale College have
broken ground for their new hall, to · be erected on
the corner of College and Wall streets at a cost of
$60,000.
The Nanl Academy at Annapolis has two Japanese
students, with a prospect of eight more. The two
who are already admitted rejoice in the euphonious
names of lz Sa tun and Mattinera Juinzo.
University Day is a new institution lately established
by the undergraduates of Michigan Uni versity, to be
celebrated annually in November. There are 1000
students in attendance. at the U ~i versity.
Howard Potter, Esq., of New York, has presented
Union with a painting of " Galileo before the lnq u isi tion "; he has also offered the College $10,000 to
be expended in adorning the grounds.
The Board of Overseers of Harvard College have
passed resolutions raising the standard for admission,
and enlarging the number of elective studies ; also
recommending a considerable reduction of the number of hours spent in recita:ion.
General Wool left a legacy of fifteen thousand
dollars to the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, which
Dr. Chandler, editor of the American supplement of
the Chemical News, calls '' the leading school of civil
engineering in this country."
The students of the University of Naples are said
to have demolished one or two colleges and a church
in their indignation _at being compelled to read Xenophon ! To our minds the tale smacks strongly of
exaggeration.
The wind blew the clapper out of the college bell
at Brown a few evenings since, so says Yang Lang.
It is rumored that several gentle zephyrs, or something else, have been "fooling round" our bell, but
at latest accounts they hadn't succeeded.
The Annual Grand Convention of the Delta Psi
Fraternity will this year be held in Philadelphia with
the Delta Chapter, beginning on the 27th inst. The
delegates from the Epsilon Chapter, located at Trin•
ity, are Rev. C. T. Hoffinan, '57, alternate R. H.
Curtis, '68; and Geo. E. Elwell, '70, alternate, C.
C. Williams, '71.
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EXCHANGES.
After a long absence College Day s once more makes
its appearance upon our table. The magazine has a
new cover and gives other evidences of its prosperity.
The Madisonensi-, publishes a flaming advertisement of the '\Metropolitan Gift Co." Send twenty.five cents and get a ticket; you may draw 10,000.
The Union College M agazine for November has
been received. Its articles are generally good, but
hardly up to what we should expect in a quarterly.
The Dartmouth appears upon our table in a new
clress, which, in our opinion, it would have been better without. Its articles are rather ponderous, but
contain much information. ·

73

The Trinity Tablet,
Published Monthly throughout the collegiate year, at HARTFORD, Ci., by
the Students of

TRINITY COLLEGE.
The TABLET has this year been enlarged by the
addition of several new features, which, it is hoped,
will render the paper still more worthy of the patronage of the graduates and friends of the college.
While the TABLET will continue to be the peculiar
organ of the undergrad uates of Trinity, the interests
of the college and of the alumni will at the same
time be clearly and fully presented.

We return thanks for the Vidette Extra. vVe have
heard from private wurces that the editors contemplate an enlargement and beautifying of their paper.
vV e hope we have not been misinformed.

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.
One copy, one year, (ten numl-ers), .

The Free Trader makes a manful fight against Protection, and is laboring hard to bring itself more prominently before the public. It is an aggressive and able
exponent of the principles of its political creed.

Subscriptions and Communications should be addressed to
THE TRINITY TABLET,
Box 1084.
HARTFORD, C-r.

The Targum, more extended notice of which was
crowded out of our last number, is a well-conducted
paper, but makes the same mistake as the Cornell Era
in using too fine type.

College Book Store.

The Polytechnic comes to us with leaves cut and
stitched, making a very decided improvement in its
personal appearance. It is an interesting and valuable
periodical, and its thorough system of college news is
far superior to most papers of this description.

If the Advocate had ever made a visit to Trinity,
it would not have been so ready to find fault with
our Latin. "Bonus nox " is an old college by-word,
and as such, we doubt not, well remembered by many
of our graduates.
~·_. The Nassau Lit. pokes a little fun at us. We
don't mean to assert that so staid a periodical ever
paid any attention to the hints of the TABLET, but it is
very certain that the late issue of the magazine departs
considerably from the somnolent character of most of
its predecessors. Indeed, one or two of its articles are
far on the way to the other extreme ; rather lighter
than '' a balloon," we should say, and not entirely
without a suspicion of gas.

· $1. 75

In Advance.
Single copies 20 cents.

B_ROWN & GROSS,
Booksellers e3 Stationers,
NO. 313 MAIN & 5 ASYLUM ST.,

HARTFORD, CONN.
W. H. GROSS.

F. A. BROWN.

JAMES

LYON,

DEALER

IN

STATIONERY, '.fOYS, FANCY GOODS, SCHOOL
BOOKS, WALLETS, &C., &C.
STEREOSCOPES, and the largest collection of VIEWS
to be found in the city.

Monograms, Initial Stampin!{, Pl~in or Colors.
Wedding and Visiting Cards, engraved or printed
in the latest New York styles.
No.

219

Main Street, HARTFORD, CoNN.,
2d door below Centre Church.
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E. S. HIGGINS & CO.,

HART, MERRIAM & CO.

Druggists and Apothecaries,

Would invite attention to their large Stock of

139 . Main Street.
DEALERS

IN

DRUGS, MEDICI ES, PERFUMERY, TOILET
A D FA CY AR TIC LES.

CHOICE WINES AND CIGARS
Constantly on hand.
RIGAUD & CO'S PARIS PERFUMES.
N. B.-Prescriptions carefully prepared at all hours
of the day and night.

HENRY S. BRIGGS,
381

ST., HARTFORD, CT.
ORNAMENTAL

MAIN

CONFECTIONER,
Ladies' and . Gentlemen's lee
Cream and Dining Room.
WEDDING & OTHER PARTIES
Supplied with every requisite.

R.

CRITTENDEN's

CHARTER OAK

Livery Stable,
NO.

104

HousE FuRNISHING DRY Goons,
Carpets, Paper Hangings,
Curtain Materials, Mattrfsses and Bedding,
Oil Cloths, &c., f.:f c.
CHURCH FURNISHING A SPECIALTY!

vVe employ the hest of upholsterers for Carpet, Cush
ion and Curtain work.
HART, MERRIAM & CO.,
3 2 5 Main St., Hartford, Ct.
W. E. St:GDEN.

C.

MANUFACTURERS AND DEALERS IN

Mirrors, Picture Frames, Paintings, Engravings, Chromos,
STEREOSCOPES AND VIEWS.
ALL STYLES OF GILT FRAMES, MOLDINGS,

"BOSTON SHOE STORE."

rsc.

279 Main Street, ( near Pearl,)
HARTFORD,

.

.

.

.

.

.

. CO

Orders from Students will receive careful attention.
F.. P.

E,

KELLOGG.

DEMING .

&

DART.

GUNDLACH,

Watches, Jewelry,
SIL VER

STYLISH TEAMS FOR STUDENTS.

Orders left at the Office will receive prompt
attention.

L. B. MERRIAM.

HART.

KELLOGG & DART,

MAIN STREET.

HACKS furnished for Parties, Weddings,
Funerals, or by the hour.

R.

NO.

20

w ARE,

ETC,

STATE STREET,

HARTFORD, CONN.

ELDRIDGE & CO.,
DEALERS IN

BOOTS

AND

SHOES,

Of best Hand Sewed and Medium ~alities, of every desirable style
in all widths and sizes.
We call the attention of Young Men especially to our
Large Stock of

GENTS'

Watches of all kinds repaired
in the best manner and

GOODS,

warranted to run well.

Which we think cannot be surpassed for completeness and quality in any city.

375 MAIN STREET,
Corni11g's old stand.

HARTFORD. ·

H. A.

DEMING.

L.

GUNDLACH.
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REILLY'S

LE HR,

Merchant Tailor, Danc~ng Academy,
271 MAIN ST ., HA R TF ORD, CT.

266

MAIN STREET,

(Up Stairs.)

MR. REILLY respectfully announces that he has one
of the best furnished and most · convenient academies
in the country, which he will let on reasonable terms,

N EW GOODS FOR FALL AND
WI N TER,

for Dancing Parties, Receptions, Germans, etc.

Particular attention paid to dancing classes in
young ladi es'Seminaries in every part of the State.

FOR MEN'S WEAR.

MR. R EILLY will make arrangements fa~ the
I have now on hand a well selected stock usually
found in a first-cla~s Tailor's establishment, which I
am prepared to make to order at short notice and at

instruction ofprivate classes, and far those persons
who desire to learn the German.
Address

reasonable prices.
JOHN

266 Main St., up stairs.

The CollegeBootmaker.
WM. LINKE,
No. 3

P. H. REILLY,

J.. LEHR,
P. 0. Box 647.

HARTFORD, CT.

PRESCOTT & WHITE,

Artist Photographers.
DEALERS

IN

A svLuM S TREET,

Would call the attention of his numerous pat-

Fine Chromos and Frames,

rons to his new stock of FRENCH CALF-SKIN

368 M ain Street,

just imported.

The best of materials and PER-

HARTFORD,

FECT FIT g:uaranteed.

F . A. SYKES,
No. 7 ALLYN HousE,

- - -

ESTABLISHED

C ASE ,

LOC KWOOD

CONN.

1836.

&

BR AI NA RD,

HARTFORD, CONN.

FANCY BA KERY & LUNCH ROOMS.
Weddings, Collations, D inners, Soirees,
Furnished in the most ru hcrche style.

w AITERS AND MUSIC FURNISHED.
~ Particular attention given to getting up
College "Spreads."

PRINTERS AND BOOKBINDER S,
CORNER PEARL AND TRUMBULL STS., HARTFOR D, CONN .

COLLEGE

PRINTING

of all descriptions.
PRINTERS

OF

THE T RI N ITY TA BLET.
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Co.,

STILLMAN &

Men's Furnishing Goods,
FOR THE

The Fashionable Hatters.

WINTER

TRADE,
AT

LA TEST STYLES

Conklin's Bazaar,

OF

270

MAIN STREECJ.

SILK, FELT AND CLOTH HA TS.
AN ELEGANT ASSORTMENT OF

SILK AND CLOTH H_ATS SEASONABLE

GO-ODS

Made to Order.

Just received and for sale at the

347 Main Street.

Lowest possible Prices for Cash.
H. ·W. CONKLIN.

T. STEELE & SON,

HENRY SCHULZE,

340 Main Street,

The old and original

Have just received a beautiful assortment of

MOSS AGATES,
BLOOD STONES,
ONYX, &c.,

COLLEGE

TAILOR,

Can be found at

253 MAIN STREET.

Mounted into

SLEEVE BUTTONS, STUDS & SEAL RINGS,
-A.LSO-

DJAMOND PINS AND RINGS.

RicH

FALL AND WINTER

Gooos

SETTING OF PRECIOUS STONES MADE A SPECIALTY.

On hand, from which the "nobbiest" suits will be

BADGE PINS MADE TO ORDER.

made at reasonable prices.
GoLD AND

SILVER

WATCHES

TRAVELING CASES,
PENCIL

AND

Gow

CHAINS,

GENTS'

AND RuBBER

AND PENCIL CASES,

AND A LARGE STOCK OF BRIDAL PRESENTS,

Wrought from the finest Sterling Silver, into antique designs
and patterns.
WATCH.ES REPAIRED BY .EXPERIENCED WORICMEN.

Students' custom solicited.
HENRY SCHULZE,
253 Main St., opposite the Post Office.

